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individual conduct. It changes with the changing
conditions of life. But there is a guide which, when
kept clearly and constantly in view, sufficiently in-
forms us what we should aim to do by legislation
and what should be left to other agencies. This is
what I have so often insisted upon as the sole function
both of law and legislation, namely, to secure to
each individual the utmost liberty which he can
enjoy consistently with the preservation of the like
liberty to all others. Liberty, the first of blessings,
the aspiration of every human soul, is the supreme
object. Every abridgment of it demands an excuse,
and the only good excuse is the necessity of preserv-
ing it. Whatever tends to preserve this is right,
all else is wrong. To leave each man to work out in
freedom his own happiness or misery, to stand or fall
by the consequences of his own conduct, is the true
method of human discipline. For myself I reject
that view of the cosmical scheme which would regard
society as the unit for the well-being of which our
efforts should be immediately directed, even though
individual happiness and perfection were thereby
sacrificed. The society most perfect, as a whole,
will be that alone which is composed of the most
perfect and happy individuals.

Here then is the field of effort for the improvement
at once of law and society. It is a strictly scientific
field. It is the field in which the great laws of moral-
ity have their play and in which they are to be
studied as those other laws of nature which are
supreme in the physical world. Writers on law have
frequently felt obliged to point out what they deemed
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